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CLAIMS 

What is claimed is: 

1 . A Shockwave generating system comprising: 

a first Shockwave source device formed with an aperture through which a second 
Shockwave source device is adapted to transmit Shockwaves. 

2. The Shockwave generating system according to claim 1, wherein said second 
Shockwave source device is at least partially disposed in said aperture. 

3. The Shockwave generating system according to claim 1, wherein said first 
Shockwave source device is axisymmetric. 

4. The Shockwave generating system according to claim 1, wherein said aperture is 
formed on an axis of symmetry of said first Shockwave source device. 

5. The Shockwave generating system according to claim 1, wherein an axis of wave 
propagation of said first Shockwave source device is generally coaxial with an axis of 
wave propagation of said second Shockwave source device. 

6. The Shockwave generating system according to claim 1, wherein an axis of wave 
propagation of said first Shockwave source device is generally not coaxial with an axis of 
wave propagation of said second Shockwave source device. 

7. The Shockwave generating system according to claim 1, wherein said first and 
second Shockwave source devices are arranged with respect to one another to focus on a 
common focus. 

8. The Shockwave generating system according to claim 1, wherein said first and 
second Shockwave source devices are arranged with respect to one another to focus on 
different foci. 

9. The Shockwave generating system according to claim 1, wherein said first and 
second Shockwave source devices each comprise a membrane, a propagation medium and 
an excitation device that moves said membrane to generate a Shockwave that propagates 
in said propagation medium, wherein the propagation media of said first and second 
Shockwave source devices are the same. 

10. The Shockwave generating system according to claim 1, wherein said first and 
second Shockwave source devices each comprise a membrane, a propagation medium and 
an excitation device that moves said membrane to generate a Shockwave that propagates 
in said propagation medium, wherein the propagation media of said first and second 
Shockwave source devices are not the same. 
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11. The Shockwave generating system according to claim 1, wherein at least one of 
said first and second Shockwave source devices comprises at least one of an 
electrohydraulic Shockwave source device, an electromagnetic Shockwave source device 
and a piezoelectric Shockwave source device. 

12. The Shockwave generating system according to claim 1, wherein at least one of 
said first and second Shockwave source devices comprises at least one of a spherical 
Shockwave source device, a planar Shockwave source device, a point Shockwave source 
device, a conical Shockwave source device and a cylindrical Shockwave source device. 

13. The Shockwave generating system according to claim 1, further comprising a 
controller that triggers said first and second Shockwave source devices in synchrony. 

14. The Shockwave generating system according to claim 1, further comprising a 
focusing device that focuses Shockwaves from at least one of said first and said second 
Shockwave source devices to a focus. 

15. The Shockwave generating system according to claim 1, further comprising a 
controller that triggers said first and second Shockwave source devices at different times. 

16. A Shockwave source device comprising: 

an excitable member and an excitation device both shaped in the form of three- 
dimensional curved surfaces. 

17. The Shockwave source device according to claim 16, wherein said excitable 
member comprises a membrane and said excitation device comprises a coil in 
juxtaposition with said membrane. 

18. The Shockwave source device according to claim 16, wherein said excitation 
device excites said excitable member to generate Shockwaves that are focused to a focus 
due to the shape of said excitable member and said excitation device. 

19. The Shockwave source device according to claim 16, wherein said excitable 
member and said excitation device have the shape of at least one of a partial spheroid, a 
partial ellipsoid and a partial paraboloid. 



